
There is a big difference between wealth transfer 

from a biblical perspective and estate planning from 

a worldly perspective.  While I have been looking 

forward to writing this article for several months, 

something happened in our family recently that gave 

me a good picture of this difference.  A few weeks 

ago, Nancy and I were in Atlanta when Nancy’s 

mother called to tell us that Nancy’s grandmother, 

Sara, had passed away.  In the car on the way back to 

Columbus, Nancy commented, “At the end of Sara’s 

89 years on this earth, all that she had left was one 

dresser and one chair.”  You see, Sara had lived in an 
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Alzheimer’s home for the last several years of her 

life, and, the only personal effects that belonged to 

her in the end were those two pieces of furniture in 

her room.   

When I started to think about this article in the 

context of Nancy’s comment about her grandmother, 

I began to wonder, what is the point of all this work 

that we do to build, accumulate and pass on wealth to 

our children and grandchildren?  And what really is 

“wealth” anyway?  After all, as Job reminds us, 

“Naked I come from my mother’s womb, and naked 

I will depart.”  Job 1:21.   

We often think that the best thing that we can pass on 

to our children and grandchildren is some form of 

financial security.  However, as believers in Jesus 

Christ, we know that “we are heirs – heirs of God 

and co-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17).  In other 

words, Jesus and the wisdom of knowing and being 

in relationship with Him, now and for eternity, is our 

true inheritance.  Like Paul says in the passage from 

Romans, whatever Jesus inherited from the Father, 

also belongs to us.  Solomon, the wisest man to have 

ever lived, prayed for a “wise and discerning heart” 

rather than long life or wealth (1 Kings 3:10-12).  He 

knew that, “wisdom, like an inheritance, is a good 

thing and benefits those who see the sun.  Wisdom is 
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a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of knowledge is this:  that wisdom preserves the life of its possessor” (Ecc. 7:11-12).  Solomon also wrote, “choose my 

instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather than choice gold, for wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her” (Prov. 8:10-11).   

Sara’s life was a living testimony of passing Godly wisdom and the precious inheritance of a personal relationship with Jesus on to her family.  Sara lived a generous life and 

loved giving away her earthly possessions.  As the Alzheimer’s initially began to set in, and before Sara moved to the Alzheimer’s home, Nancy remembered that every time 

we would go to Sara’s house, she would rummage through her drawers, the contents of which just didn’t seem to make sense anymore, and send us home with something.  

She simply wanted to give us something of hers.       

Sara also gave away her time.  Nancy and her brother would often spend the weekend with Sara while they were growing up.  They loved and desired this time with Sara, 

because, as I suspect is the case with most grandmothers, they got to do pretty much whatever they wanted.  I was reminded at the funeral that Sara even let Nancy drive her 

car when she was eleven or twelve years old.  Nancy wrecked the car and nobody knew--until Sara’s funeral!  You see, Sara had a great relationship with her family as a 

result of the time that she spent with them and from which she could bestow a wisdom that was more precious than silver, gold, or rubies.   

Although Alzheimer’s gripped her life and stole her memory, what could not be destroyed was Sara’s Jesus.  Once Sara moved into the Alzheimer’s home, even though her 

stuff and memory were gone, the true Sara, who was covered by and abided in Jesus, remained.  Sara had spent a lifetime of storing up “treasures in heaven, where moth and 

rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal” (Matt. 6:20).  As a result, Sara still constantly encouraged Nancy about what a good mother she was, how 

beautiful she was, and how proud she was of her.  One day, Nancy even asked Sara, “Do you remember Jesus?”  Sara looked puzzled for a minute, and then a big smile came 

over her face, and she said, “yes, everyone needs to know Jesus.”  In other words, Sara’s true treasure was stored in heaven, where the moths and rust of Alzheimer’s could 

not destroy it.  When all else had been taken away, Sara still dwelled in the “river whose streams make glad the City of God” (Ps. 46:4).   

Being in the financial services business and counseling clients about passing wealth on to their heirs, I’ve struggled with how to balance what appears to be two contradictory 

passages in Proverbs:“A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children” (Prov. 13:22), and “An inheritance quickly gained at the beginning will not be blessed at 

the end” (Prov. 12:21).  Also see the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11-31. 

Rob Bell, in his video entitled “Kickball,” helps tie these two verses together for me when he says, in essence, “don’t give ‘em the stuff without the relationship.  Pass down 

the foundation of wisdom before the stuff.”  Howard Dayton also emphasizes how “parenting is paramount” in wealth transfer.  In Your Money Counts, Dayton writes, “do 

not leave great wealth unless they have been schooled in a Biblical perspective of money and how to handle it.”  Sure, Sara passed down material things to her family during 

her life and at her death.  Yet, none of that compares to her legacy of love, wisdom, generosity, time, relationship, and yes, Jesus – an inheritance (or treasure) that cannot 

fade, rust, be stolen or destroyed.   

Reflecting on Sara’s life has helped me see that there is indeed a big difference between wealth transfer from a biblical perspective and worldly estate planning.  For example,  

biblical wealth transfer is “other” focused, whereas worldly estate planning tends to be “self” focused.  More specifically, to paraphrase author Ron Blue, biblical wealth 

transfer considers the impact on the beneficiary as the highest priority, begins now, is stewardship driven, honors God, and involves family first, advisors later.  In contrast, 

estate planning tends to consider the impact on the donor and his/her estate as the highest priority, begins at death, is tax efficiency driven, may honor self, retains control, and 

involves advisors first, family later.  

Therefore, as we think about what we will leave to our children and grandchildren, consider these questions:  Can it rust?  Can moths destroy it?  Can thieves break in and 

steal it?  What if it is all taken away (even our mind)?  What will be left?  What “wealth” or “treasure” am I really leaving to them?  Sara set an example for her family by 

living a generous life, and she spent time with them, from which she could pass down the wisdom of being in a personal relationship with Jesus.  In other words, she did not 

give ‘em the stuff without the relationship.   

We remember Sara when we sing the chorus of Ronnie Freeman’s song, My Inheritance:   

I will shout, I will sing,  

Jesus, You’re my Everything.   

You’re my Treasure, My Inheritance. 

I am rich, I am blessed,  

In Your Love and Faithfulness,  

You’re My Treasure & Forever,  

You are my Inheritance.   

 

Does your family already know what you are giving away?  You should.  I encourage you to begin this process now.  Build your family relationships.  Invest time and 

foundational biblical teaching in your family.  Don’t pass on any stuff without that relationship.  Teach them your beliefs and set the example.  And remember, as Sara said, 

“We all need to know Jesus.”  AMEN.�
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